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Attached Proposals for a Chinese "Third Force" 


FE has lcoked over the attached material respecting proposals 
for a Chinese "Third Force!" as requested in your memcrandum of 
November 6, 1951, and would offer the followirg general comments: 


(1) The overt suport of any Chinese "Third Force 
group would, in our view, be inconsistent with existing 
diplomatic relaticns with the Chinese National Governpent 
and with United States policy directed toward strengthening 


that regime. 


(2) FE concurs that greater use might be made of 
Chinese both in this ccuntry and overseas in the USIE activities. 
Qur purpose in this respect would be to increase the effective- 
ness of USEE programs, and not vrimerily to create emplcymen 
for idle Chinese. : 


(3) In FE's view, the most oromising ovvortunity for 
Chinese in the United States and in Hong Kong to contribute 
their avilities to opposition to Communist domination of 
Chira lies in their participation in the Chinese Naticnal 
Government. In general, the United States should encourage 
realization of this, both onthe part of the concerned 
Chinese and the National Government. 


The afcrementicned observations tend tc emphasize, in FE's view, 
the fact that USEE activities at present offer the only practical 
overt mans for utilizing the talents of Chinese currently residing 


in the United States. We are nevertheless in agreement with the 
general propositicn that the problem warrants serious consideretion 


and study's 
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as Me. Rankin; /potaite ont. the. ovhird Fore int tee Kongens to. ; 
beve neither organization, PYOGFEMy HOT MONET, _ except , for. wheat financial 
“support sone of our people my te ziving then, It 4s unlikely thet, ve 
shell. see. any sudden or dranstic emergence of e:"Third,Force” fully equipped 
end ready to go with etrong leadership, cngunsaatsan and ‘declegy, or the 
reat thet, goen into making up a successful Pevolutionsry movenent. However » 
viewing. the. "Third Yorce" prospects over a. five, oF, ten year Periods § BB. 
Mr. Rankin is now, viewing Formosa r it is quite, possible that, there ay be a 
steady although dow develoment of the, novenents.. Tn any esse, insofar as. 
"Third Force" groups,. evert though uncoordinated and without, the status, of a 
Cee movements continued. to contest actively. Communtat control of 

Tt seems. dear, thet, 4g ou effort, As, to. be made towest control of Shine 
an parte. of, South. China from; the: Conmmists by forges Ab. equld. only, succeed 
if. At had the, uhelehearted can of. Substantially. elt enti-Communiet elenents. 
liot. only. would, its. Dimedinte physicel , strength, be snjoreeced. thereby, but ite 
support. by. the, Chinese. public and ite _gapebll tty, of. Htrecting Aefectore fron. 
the. Communist foreds,. both of vhich ere extremely impor tant considerations § 
would. be greatly Aneresped ._ _ Therefore, while our present practice fa to 
provide 5 modest mappert § te, “third Force! eler ents, end nassive support to the, 
Nationslists on Formosa, independently c of each other, eur objective ought to, be 
the welding of these forces into one, -The advantages. of. puch unification are 
obvious. The. present obstacles are equally. obvious: end relate peineipally. 
to. the deep suspiejor. of me Seneret leet and, the. AMT, On, the part. of BOW 
indgpendent "Third Force" ‘gronps-a. suspicion that if they. Joined cause: Ath 
the Nationalists they not only would be blocked from any. further. development 
of strength but their present strength would be liquidated, In some CaBe | 
there is an ideological incompatibility and this arises.from the bel ief that 
present Nationalist leaders are eantins to meintsin ageinet them ail the 
pressures of revolution and outmoded semi- feudal eqneepts 


* 





ae itch Be deel Lo SutT tia goiie of the Hbepotng te ites Henksit’ 
and to ask his ‘opinion ‘as to the éxtent te which the Nationalists vould 
enter into real cooperation uith "Thad Porce elements giving then a real 
opportunity not only te contribhte to the phyaicdl strength ofa dated 
novenent but to "contrite to ‘ite AWeological and a political, evelopment 
as well. aie ri ey 

In theory at Least, ‘such | a 5 antttoss tion of strength ‘could oceur ‘under © 
the General tesino Fra ‘the Generel issino could rise above ‘being & party leader 
and becone instead a tational deader, Unfortunately there esema to be Hittite 
indieation that the dangratieeina hag this capacity and His long experience 
under the EMT one party concept of praent in which he sactkext ugjlded 
dictatoriel powers ag “ve party chief make the prospect of change very remote. 

Type of Military Aid 7 | 

I think thet My. ‘Renteirly coments ‘on this subject both regerding type 
sand cma de — = es sound, face — 
Defense aminktkt establishment, I think 4 vould be worthvbile to ask™ 
Mr. Rankin whether he has ever discussed this matter vith Generel Crna ‘and 
ubat General Chase's attitude toward it to. > ey aa 

Rive or Ten Years Hence. 

I myself? do not agree entirely with Mr. Rankints concept of our polley ofer 
the next five or ten years with respect to China, ssouning world war dave ast 
intervene. lr, Rankin sees us attempting "to preserve the status gud! in 
anti-Communist countries around the curtain". Tt seers ta: me tn neniy ‘respects 


preservation of the status quo is the most diftioult of alt ‘operations; partie- 





ularly in revolutionary and semi-revolutionary: environtiente such as exist in 

the Fer East at present. It is much toodefensive and Likely to lead to creeping 

defeat. hen this concept is applied to Formosa some mejor problenis immediately 

emerge. nite apart from this high cost to the United States in torts of 
dollars 
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dellers and. cents “of indefinite support of Formosa, it-is important. te... - 
keep in mind thet the government on. Formosa.and. the armed forces on Formosa ' 
are made up -almest-entirely of mainland Chinese, “The Chinese perhaps more 
than-any other: péople-are drawn by ties of family end:ancestral homex -- 
This attraction ta ‘thie teinland would be particulerly strong in the rankand 
file of the Chinese armed forces, made up, ag they dre, largely of wueduceted 
Chinese peasants draw from smalk country villages, In these circumstances 
it may be anticipated that loss of hope of return ta the mainland, such ag 
would occur if the gtatus quo of Formosa is maintained for five or ten years, 
would confront the Chinese Government with 6 staggering probkem of morale. 

. On the other hand the Chinese PES nce reagona attempt to pro- 
vide against this contingency by permitting native Formosans to attain pre- 
ponderant strerigth elther in the Government or in the armed forces. This 
problem of morale arises from basic human factors much toa deep to be countered 
by providing military equipment and proteins, Finally, it would probahly be 
extrenely difficult to maintain the international position of the National 
Gavermment over an extended period of years under stetus guc conditions. 

Logs. of ite international standing would in itself coristitute & covsiderable. 


blow to morale on Formosa, These are onky some of the difficulties uhich a | 





would arise in attempting to maintain Formosa In gtetus quo: they are sufficient 
to indicate the magnitude of the problem. 

The population dilemma, to which Mr. Rankin referd, cagts an enormous 
shadow of hopelessness aioe all our endenvors directed at raising standards 
of living. It also raises some very serious problems, whith have seldom been 
discussed, To what extent are our assistance programs creatice desires and 
expectations which didn't exiet before and cannot be satisfied in the foture 
without steadily increasing outaide assistance? To whet extent is our prae 
vision of consumer goods permitting population to inenenee beyond the countries! 
owm capacities to support them? Will we ever be able to out off such aid ‘and 

i. stend 





rere 
stand by while perkapa millions of artificially expanded populations die? 
If we were inhumen enough to do this what would be its practical political 
consequences? In other words we are. interfering with the operation.af - 
staggering sociological. forces in the Fer East, and by so: doing essuming a 
measure of responsibility. from which no easy escape is seers T think.thet-. + 
if Renkin's proposed study dealt with this problem it would be all to the 


gaad, 
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